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Changes in Education, Health and Welfare
As Perceived by County Knowledgeables

by A. Lee Coleman
University of Kentucky

This summary is based on the eight tables herewith, and on the com-
parison of these datd with the assessments of the change in the general
quality of life given in the paper by McLean. As in the other papers on
the S-79 knowledgeables; the county is the unit--that is, the data have
been aggregated in terms of the percentage of knowledgeable respondents
in each county giving'a certain answer and these are pres-..rated r.n the form
of the range and the median of the county percentages in .,:ach cxr the six
states and for groupings of states. All of the measures are shown separately
for white, minority, and total knowledgeable respondents and for Upper
South and Deep South states as well as individual states, Based on the
ranges and medians the assessments of the several aspects of life are compared,
with each other and with the general quality of life assessment, and white
and minority knowledgeable's assessments are compared.

The assessments of change and present quality in these aspects of life
are highly favorable, The assessments concerning the public schools are
the least favorable of those in the education, welfare and health area and
show the most intercounty and interstate variation.

Minority knowledgeables (black, except for one Mississippi county where
they are Indians) tend to be somewhat more favorable in their assessments
than do white respondents. This appears particularly true in regard to
assessments of education, when all states are considered together.

There 'is a fairly general but not entirely' consistent pattern for
the Deep South States--Alabama, Louisiana, Nississippi, and South Carolina--
to differ from the Upper South'States, Kentucky and Tennessee. In the
sample counties of the Upper South'States there are mostly'very low proport-
ions of Negro population and very few Negro knowledgeable.respondents.

In their assessments of education and welfare conditions and programs,
black respondents in the Deep South tend toward a more favorable view than
white knowledgeables, while in the Upper South white respondents tend to be
more favorable than blacks. This does not hold true in assessments of oppor-
tunities for education and 'training beyond high school, where practically
everyone sees improvement. On.medical care and health services assessments,
also, there is little difference between white and black respondents.

Except in Kentucky,. where there is little difference, the percentage
saying the general quality of life in their county has improved is sub-
stantially higher than the percentage saying the public schools have im-
proved. The two Upper South States are in contrast to the Deep South States,
where those perceiving school improvement are far fewer. Though no direct
question about school desegregation was asked, a negative perception of the

effects of desegregation on the part of white respondents in the Deep South
and a positive one on the part of minority respondents in the same states0 seems apparent in all the responses concerning public schools.

Paper presented at the Rural Sociology Section of Southern Association ofAgricultural Scientists Meeting, Memphis, Tennessee, February 3-6, 1974.



In every state fewer respondents say that welfare programs have im-
proved than say the general quality of life has improved; in Kentucky the
difference is small, however. There is a similar pattern in the proportion
saying the quality of life for poor people has improved, compared to the

larger proportions saying the quality of life has improved "for most people"
in the county. Among minority knowledgeables there is less difference in
their answers to the two questions, with only Louisiana and Mississippi
showing substantially fewer saying welfare has improved.

Generally the percentages saying medical care and health services have
improved are similar to the percentages saying the quality of life has
improVed for most people. In Louisiana and Mississippi, however, fewer
say health has improved than say the general quality of life has improved.
Both minority and white respondents in the Deep South less often see im-
provement in health services than they see improvement in the quality of
life for most people. In the Upper Smith both tend to see health program
improvement more often than general quality of life' improvement.

In the assessments of the'Present.adequacy of the public schools the
pattern of Deep South -Upper South differences is not the same or as clear
as in the assessments of improvement. In both the Deep South and the Upper
South taken as wholes, minority respondents rate the schools more favorable
than white respondents. But Kentucky and Alabama are the two states where
schools are rated highest by both black and white knowledgeables, while
South Carolina schools are rated lowest by white respondents and rather
favorably by Negro respondents.

Among both minority and white respondents the present adequacy of
medical care and health services is rated higher in the Deep South than
in the Upper South. The Alabama ratings of both groups are the most favor-
able and those of Tennessee least so. The greatest spread in the county
ratings is in South Carolina, where both whites and blacks in one county
give an average rating of "poor" to their county's health services,

Conclusion

It seems clear that these observers, who are both knowledgeable about
the institutional services in their counties and also in considerable
degree responsible for them, feel that things have been going in the right
direction in the last decade so far as education, welfare and health are
concerned, The major exception are the white knowledgeables in the Deep,
South, many of whom feel that the public schools have been getting worse
or only holding their own. This is undoubtedly related to the desegregation
that has taken place in that area during this period. The assessment by
knowledgeables of the current adequacy of the schools and health. services
in their counties seems more related to their perception of the direction
of change than to any absolute national norms.

The pattern of Deep South-Upper South differences conforms to ex-
pectations, and the opposite tendencies in the assessments of black and
white respondents in the two areas is hardly surprising. The fact that
this pattern obtains with regard to public schools and welfare but not
with regard to health seems in keeping with the universal societal valu-
ation of health and the lower level of controversy and black-white issues



in health programs as compared to schools and welfore. Since the statis-
tics used in this analysis are necessarily rather "crude", it is comfort-
ing to find these patterns that seem to conform to other data and obser-
vations about the region. It will be interesting to see in later anal-
ysis how the assessments of a cross-section sample of household heads
and homemakers compare with the perceptions of these officials and know-
ledgeables.
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